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and tail of modern books printed on hand-made paper
may quite reasonably be slightly trimmed if some uncut
edges are left as 'proof that the book has not been
unduly cropped. These trimmed edges may be gilt in
the rough before sewing. To get an edge that can be
gilt 'solid' it must be cut down almost to the shortest
leaves, and this in many cases would involve too great
a reduction in size. It is fitting that the head should be
gilt solid, as the head of a book, other than a true folio,
consists of folds of paper which, if cut at all, will be solid.
There is little objection to cutting and gilding solid
the edges of a modern book printed on machine-made
paper, but if it is the first cutting the binder should
endeavour to leave some 'proof.

Squares

These are the projections of the boards beyond the edges
of the leaves. They should be of even width and
generally about as deep as the thickness of the leather-
covered board. With an uncut book the squares cannot
be controlled exactly, and generally, although evenness
in the squares is a thing to be aimed at, its importance
can easily be exaggerated,

Backing

The shape of the back of a book depends upon the back-
ing and the amount of the swelling. A well-backed book
should have an evenly convex back when closed, that
will become flat or concave when opened. It is better
for the back to be rather flat than too round, and any-
thing approaching a half-circle either obstructs the
opening or causes too great a movement in the back*
A 'flexible' back should be flexible, and if it is lined up
stiffly the special qualities of flexibility and toughness
that make leather so admirable a covering for books is